mm EEA nnn 


Sos Ang 


$3.66 DESIGNATED AREAS HIGHER ©2017 WST 


By Tony BARBOZA 
AND DAVID ZAHNISER 


It’s the type of project Los Angeles 
desperately needs in a housing crisis: 
low-cost apartments for seniors, all 
of them veterans, many of them 


homeless. 


There’s just one 


the 5 Freeway. 


State officials have for years 
warned against building homes 
within 500 feet of freeways, where 
people suffer higher rates of asthma, 
heart disease, cancer and other 
health problems linked to car and 
truck pollution. Yet they’re helping 
build the 96-unit complex, providing 
$11.1 million in climate change funds 
from California’s cap-and-trade pro- 


gram. 


The Sun Valley Senior Veterans 
[See Freeways, A16] 


downside. 
Wedged next to an offramp, the four- 
story building will stand 200 feet from 
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Sheldon St A 


Photographs by GENARO MOLINA Los Angeles Times 
TRAFFIC flows past the Sheldon Street exit on the 5 Freeway near where construction will soon begin 
on the Sun Valley Senior Veterans Apartments, capping a decade of debate over housing and health risks. 


Low-cost apartments 
— next to an offramp 


California officials say affordable housing near 
freeways is a health risk — but they fund it anyway 


JASON McKENNEY, right, said he has spent some nights in a park 
and would have no qualms about living in a building near a freeway. 


eles Cimes 


latimes.com 


GOP tax bill 


cost estimate 
keeps rising 


If temporary cuts 

are made permanent, 
the deficit is likely to 
grow far beyond the 
$1.5-trillion price tag. 


By Don LEE 


WASHINGTON — With 
a final tax overhaul bill in 
hand, congressional Repub- 
licans say they have enough 
votes to pass legislation this 
week and deliver a major vic- 
tory for themselves and 
President Trump by Christ- 
mas. But at what cost? 

On paper, the tax pack- 
age hammered out Friday 
carries a price tag of a net 
$1.5 trillion over 10 years. In 
reality, the cost in the form of 
federal deficits is virtually 
certain to be substantially 
higher. 

That’s because of a bit of 
fiscal gamesmanship. Re- 


publicans agreed the tax re- 
write could add up to 
$1.5 trillion in debt over 10 
years. But to stay within that 
limit and add nothing to 
deficits beyond the decade, 
as a Senate budget rule re- 
quires, they put expiration 
dates of 2025 or earlier on al- 
most all the changes for indi- 
vidual taxpayers, but hardly 
any for corporations. The 
temporary breaks include 
the doubling of standard de- 
ductions and increases in 
the child tax credit. 

But Republicans, includ- 
ing Trump, freely say that fu- 
ture Congresses will extend 
many ofthose tax cuts. Polit- 
ical pressure undoubtedly 
willbe heavy to do so, though 
higher debt could inhibit fu- 
ture lawmakers. Nonethe- 
less, Trump predicted Sat- 
urday that the tax cuts not 
only will be extended but 
sweetened. 

“Whoever the adminis- 
tration is years from now, 

[See Tax bill, A15] 


Winds spur new 
evacuations 1n 
the Thomas fire 


By JOSEPH SERNA 
AND MELISSA ETEHAD 


MONTECITO, Calif. — 
Resident Darren Caesar 
stood off the shoulder of 
Highway 192 next to the 
Montecito Fire Station early 
Saturday and pointed to a 
long row of firetrucks and 
tankers parked nearby. 

“Look at how many fire- 
fighting assets they have. I 
trust that they can do every- 
thing they can to protect 
structures,” said Caesar, 
who was preparing to 
evacuate with his wife and 
three daughters. “But it’s 
the wind. Nobody can fight 


When is graffiti worthy of protection as art? 


‘Writers’ sue over the 
destruction of works 
for NY. development. 


By NINA AGRAWAL 


NEW YORK — For more 
than a decade, they came 
from across New York City 
and around the world to 
leave their mark at the place 
they called 5Pointz. 

Armed with cans of spray 
paint, they left bubble-let- 
tered tags, outlined buxom 
cartoon women and under- 
took elaborate murals of a 
green Mother Earth and ofa 
white-haired Dos Equis man 
on the walls of several inter- 
connected warehouses in 
Queens. 

To the creators — and the 


CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times 


JONATHAN COHEN, a.k.a. “Meres One,” ran a dynamic graffiti installation 
with a warehouse owner’s blessing before suing him over its destruction. 


man who allowed them to 
paint — this wasn’t some 
random graffiti hurriedly 
slapped on a subway car. 
They viewed themselves as 
artists, and in time 5Pointz 
became a tourist destina- 
tion. 

Some of the works lasted 
just a day, others a year or 
more — part ofa dynamic in- 
stallation that occupied the 
better part of a city block. 
Much of it was visible from 
the windows of the elevated 
No. 7 train to Manhattan. 

The building complex 
has since been torn down, 
but the images that once 
covered its walls are at the 
heart of a legal battle that 
asks whether graffiti, or 
temporary “aerosol art,” 
should be recognized as art 
worthy of protection under 

[See 5Pointz, A9] 


the wind.” 

As feared, the so-called 
sundowner winds kicked up 
early Saturday as the mas- 
sive Thomas fire took aim at 
the hills above Montecito, 
with some wind gusts re- 
ported up to 65 mph, 
prompting new evacuation 
orders for parts of Santa 
Barbara County. 

The winds pushed south 
toward the coast — remov- 
ing moisture along the way 
—and presenting weary fire- 
fighters with one of their big- 
gest challenges since the 
Thomas fire roared back to 
life a week ago, officials said. 

Late Saturday morning, 

[See Evacuation, A10] 


Chargers let 
the big one 
get away 


Needing a win to take 
control of the AFC 
West and keep alive a 
realistic chance at the 
playoffs, they lose to 
the Chiefs. SPORTS, D1 


Dodgers are 
looking forward 
Gonzalez, McCarthy, 
Kazmir and Culberson 
are traded for Matt 
Kemp, who’s unlikely 
to stay. SPORTS, Di 


Weather 
Sunny and windy. 
L.A. Basin: 71/50. B10 
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